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Society — 


PHOTOGRAPHERS spill 
over the pavement, coveys 
of US security men hover, 
our policemen scan _ the 
smail crowd of bemused 
passers-by, then the door 
of the Pontiac slammed 


shut and roared away with . 


a farewell wave from the 
President’s Lady, 

it was all over, and 35 
minutes which The Spas- 
tics Society will probably 
neyer forget had passed in 
a confusion of photo flashes 
and TV lights, a crush of 
reporters, and the kind of 
security operation which 
may be common in Wash- 
ington, but when it was 
applied to a short visit by 
a nice, concerned lady to 
meet handicapped child- 
ren and adults in a quiet 
Lendon square had all the 
elements of “overkill.” 


Unedited ! 

‘The security was sa 
tight and the plans for it 
so carefully drawn up that 
one national paper com- 
mented that even _ the 
Editor of the Society’s own 
Spastics News would not 
be allowed in. 

But in the event I was 
allowed in, even beforehand 
when in the Family Services 
and Assessment Centre the 
final arrangements for the 
disposition of the Press hordes 
were being worked out by a 
brisk lady from the White 
House and our own Informa- 
tion Officer. There were so 
many TV crews from the 
States to be found a place, let 
alone our home grown teams; 
so many photographers and 
reporters from’ home and 
abroad, and then there were 
the US wire services. 


Logistics 


The White House lady said 
this “media allocation” was 
“logistically complicated” and 
looking at the small rooms 
of the centre. and the long 
list of Press people who just 
had to be there, one wondered 
if there would be room for 
Mrs Reagan, let alone the 
distinguished guests or the 
handicapped adults and child- 
ren she was coming to mect. 

A final list was agreed, the 
media who were already on 
hand were allocated and 
warned that if they tricd to 
moye from the room for 
which they had been selecied 
they would probably be 
stopped by the security mea 
— some of whom were already 
looking somewhat furtive in 
corridors. (They had of course 
already vetted the building. 

Suddenly a flurry of excite- 
ment. Here was’ Mrs Reagan 
flanked by more security agents 
and her own female body- 
guard, plus a busload cf 
American Press people wear- 
ing large labels round their 
necks which proclaimed that 
they were on “The Trip of 
the First Lady.” 

A welcome from Mrs Joyce 
Smith, the Society’s Chairman, 
and our First Lady, and the 
visit was on. Mrs Reagan 
didwt seem fo notice the 
horde recording her cyesy 


Continued on Page 2 


OBJECTORS to a pro- 
posed motorway route 
could cause the demo- 
lition of' a Society 
work centre purpose- 


@® EVERY move made by the First 
Lady was recorded by the TV and Press 
cameramen, but Mrs Reagan seemed 
unconcerned. Eyeryone who met her at 
The Spastics Society’s Centre in Fitz- 


roy Square voted the President’s wile 
“charming,” “so natural” and “easy to 
talk to.” A typical moment is pictured 
above left. It came when Mrs Reagan 
cradled little Sarah Venus, aged two, 


been hearing arguments for 
and against the routing of 
the M25. Kings Langley 
Parish Council is cam- 
paigning for the adoption 
of an alternative route to 


and told her parents Ken and Sue, of 
Loughton, “You forget — they grow 
up so quickly. I loved mine when they 
were this size. It’s lovely to haye a 
cuddle — thank you!” And there was 
no doubt that Mrs Reagan enjoyed her 
visit, as she told the Society’s Chair- 
man, Mrs Joyce Smith, pictured say- 
ing farewell to the visitor outside the 
centre. And as usual — there was a 
US security man in close attendance! 


an threatens 
rk centre and jobs 


the one proposed. by the 
Government, which would 
run the road straight 
through the middle of the 
work centre. 

Continued on Page 2 


built six years ago, 
with the majority of 
the 40 workers being 
thrown out of employ- 
ment. 

A public inquiry’ has | 


OUR YOUNG OUTLOOK 


A NEW feature for Spastics News — our first Young 
Outlook page. Here you will find news about handi- 
capped children and teenagers, and their able-bodied 
contempories who seek to aid the Society. 

Young Outlook is on Page 3. 


k-a-Loc 


With the Newton Speak-A-Lock System, you can control just 
who enters through your front door, even if you aré confined 
to bed, without interfering with normal key action, The 
Speak-A-Lock is inexpensive, easy to install, and virtually 
maintenance free, Send for details today. 


Newton Aids Ltd, Dept SN/100, FREEPOST, Salisbury, Wilts. 


AT the age of eight 
Ian Hibbell was given 
his first bike. Now nearly 
40 years later he is 
somewhere in Madagas- 
car, cycling in the wilds 
for pleasure before em- 
barking on a marathon 
ride across Africa fol- 
lowing a unique route. 

He is doing it to raise 


money for The Spastics 
Society during the Inter- 
national Year of Dis- 
abled People and his 
73,000 kilometre jour- 
ney is being spnsored by 
schools. 

His starting point is 
Quelimane in Mozam- 
bique, on September 1, 
and when he arrives at 
Yaounde in the Camer- 
ouns sometime in March 
he will be the first man 
to have cycled across the 
African continent at its 
widest part. 


His amazing journey 
is due to the indefatig- 
able efforts of the 
Foreign Office and 
while he is away Ian 
will be the guest of the 
TYDP Committee in 
Zambia and _ possibly 
also Zaire. Schools will 
be inyited to sponsor 
different legs of the jour- 
ney, and the _ school 
raising the most money 
will be invited to choose 
a piece of equipment to 
help a disabled child in 
Africa. 
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society. 
“cautious 
on jobs 
law plan 


THE Spastics Society has 
given a cautious welcome 
to the MSC proposals _for 
changing the present laws 
governing the employment 
of disabled people. 

The Society has long 
recognised that the present 
quota scheme is_ inade- 
quate and unenforceable. 
The system of registration 
is an ineffective means -of 
determining the numbers 
of disabled people seeking 
employment. 

Tim Yeo, Director of 
the Society, said: 

“We welcome the MSC 
proposals to broaden the 
responsibilities of  em- 
ployers to the disabled. 
The need for firms to 
include career  develop- 
ment programmes is Over- 
due. The effective imple- 
mentation of these pro- 
posals will necessitate an 
increase in MSC staff with 
expertise in this field. 


Some of the MSC recom- 
mendations are reflected in 
the work of the Society’s 
study group which is put- 
ting together a scheme to 
establish an international 
centre demonstrating to 
employers the contribution 
which people with dis- 
abilities can make in the 
field of employment. 


- development and manufacture 
comfort and reliability 


for the management of 


and ileal conduit 


A member of the ConvallEc division o£. R. Squibb.and Sons Ine. 


1 WASN'T LOOKING AT THE WHEELCHAIR — ONLY THE PERSON IN IT 


Happiness Is...a marriage 
which overcame 
prejudice 


TREVOR Smith is 29, able bodied, and has a 
spastic sister, so he thought he’d go along to the 
local Physically Handicapped and Disabled People 
Club to “get involved.” Instead — he got 
married. And now three years later Trev and 
Sue, who has cerebral palsy, are still living in a 
honeymoon haze of happiness. Says Trevor: 
“Sue once asked me — why did you pick me in 
a wheelchair when you could have had your pick 
of hundreds of girls? I said | wasn’t looking at 
the wheelchair — only the person in it.” 


@® PORTRAIT of a pair of lovers — the happiness 
that Sue and Trevor Smith share is captured in 
this picture taken by The Sun. 


SQUIBB 


SURGICARE 


LUMI S|D 


Research 
to improve 
of equipment 


ileostomy 
colostomy 


Squibb Surgicare Limited 


141-149 Staines Road 
Hounslow Middlesex TW3 3JB 
Telephone 01-572 7422 
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He confesses though 
that when he first met 
Sue, who was running 
the PHAB Club, he 
couldn’t- understand a 
word she said! Her 
mother had to trans- 
late for her, but as 
their romance grew so 
did Trevor’s  under- 


standing of her speech. 

But the path of true 
love never did run smooth 
and they soon found them- 
selves victims of public 
prejudice against the dis- 
abled. 


Even Trevor’s father 
warned his son: “Do you 
know what yourre letting 
yourself in for? You are 
going to be waiting on her 
hand and foot and you are 
not going to get much out 
of life.” 


Undeterred, Trevor took 
Sue to London for a holi- 
day and proposed — after 
a fashion. 

“I pushed an envelope 
of money into Sue’s hand. 
She said ‘What’s this?’ I 
said ‘For you — for the 
ring.’ and she told me that 
if | was proposing I should 
do it properly. 

“T had to ask ‘Will you 


Motorway threat 


Continued from Page 1 


Terry Pope, works 
centre manager, is fighting 
the protesters: “We have 
not had any offers at all 
for an alternative piece of 
land. As far as I can see, 
if we are demolished we 
could finish up not having 
sufficient compensation (o 
build another place some- 
where.” 

The centre has an annual 
turnover of £15,000 pro- 
ducing fluorescent lights, 
switches, optics and other 
assembly line products. 
Most of the workers come 
from the Redclyffe Adult 
House Unit in Harpenden 
with others drawn from 


Leavesden Hospital or 
their own homes. 


Mr Pope pointed out: 
“If there is no alternative 
place to go, apart from the 
lucky few, the great 
majority would finish up 
with no opportunity to 
work. We would have a 
hell of a job to find some- 
where like this place even 
if we went into a factory. 
We would like to think we 
do a different type of work 
than most other adult 
training centres in the 
county.” 

The centre is staffed by 
nine supervisors who would 
also be in danger of join- 
ing the dole queue if the 
alternative route is accep- 
ted. 


— and lead thieves 
raid the roof 


ABBOTTS Langley Work 
Centre, already threatened 
with being reduced to 
rubble by the possible 
routing of the M25, was 
dealt a further blow with 


the loss of the lead from its 
roof. 


Deputy manager Alan 
Thompson made the dis- 
covery when he unlocked 
the centre on a Monday 


_ Morning and found pieces 


of lead lying on the floor. 

“He looked up,” said 
manager Terry Pope, “and 
saw the blank spaces. 


_ Police are making inquiries 


of course, but the chances 


of restitution are nil to 
remote. Unfortunately the 
insurance policy covers us 
from loss inside, but not if 
stuff is stolen from the roof 
and carried away.” 

The estimated value of 
the lost lead is £700, and 
as a temporary measure, 
sticky tape was used to 
seal the joins in the glass 
roof. “Fortunately we 
haven’t had too much rain 
and the tape worked quite 
well. We can’t afford hay- 
ing lead thieves back so we 
are replacing the missing 
stuff with Expandite 
Instant Seal, the material 
used on greenhouses.” 


marry me?’ twice because 
the first time she said 
she’d think about it! The 
second time she said ‘Yes’ 
and we must have visited 
every jeweller in the West 
End before we found the 
engagement ring she 
wanted.” 

Sue . recalled: “Every- 
body assumed we would 
get married.in a register 
office. They were shocked 
that someone in a wheel- 
chair would want to get 
married in a church. But 
my sister had a _ white 
wedding and I was. deter- 
mined to do the same. 
Why should I have to be 
treated differently?” 

They honeymooned in 
Bournemouth after their 
wedding fwo years ago and 
now live in a council flat 
near King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 
Both of them get annoyed 
when people assume they 
must be brother and sis- 
ter instead of man and 
wife. 

“When IT go to. the 
family planning clinic 
people sometimes look at 
me as much as to Say: 
‘What are you doing 
here?’ The social services 
people asked if I would 
like a home help but even 
if it takes all day to clean 
I will do it. I was even 
asked if I wanted a gad- 
get to spell out words to 
make me better under- 
stood, but if I had one of 
those I would give up try- 
ing to talk,” said Sue. 


First Lady 
at Fitzroy 


Continued from Page 1 


move and word. She was 
obviously enjoying mecting the 
children and their parents and 
hearing about the Society. It 
all went off beautifully. Even 
the vigilant agents were scen 
to smile. And while the 
media tended to unallocate 
themselves by nipping up and 
down the -back stairs for 
another room with a _ yiew, 
and in defiance of those care- 
ful lists, the elbowing for posi- 
tion was done with vood 
humour. No splits in Anglo- 
US relations. 

Then it was over. Our 
section of “The Trip of the 
First Lady” was complete. 
Mrs Reagan and her 
retinue had gone in another 
flurry of Washington-style 
high security and mass 
Press coverage. 

We bemused !imeys had 
a cup of tea and commen- 
ted on. how very quiet it 
suddeniy seemed in Fitzroy 
Square. 


WHEELCHAIRS, 


Ashley Mobility 
Sole distributors of Vessa Ltd's 
‘Vitesse’ Power-Chair with 
Kerb Climbers and Hand- 
Propelled Chairs in the Mid- 

lands’ and Powys. 
‘Vitesse’ available on 
Motability HP. 
Hay Road, H. Is, 
B25 SHY. Telcghonae 62 sirmingpeal 
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‘A NEW feature for Spastics News, and one 


which we hope will be enjoyed by all children 
and young people, whether they are able-bodied 
or whether they are handicapped. We will record 
the activities of both, hoping to forge new 
understanding and perhaps go a little way to 


integrating ALL youngsters in this International 
Year of Disabled People. 


So if you are handicapped, or if you are not 


LOUISE Penney is 13 years old, and a pupil at The Spas- 
tics Society’s Craig-y-Pare School in Wales. Like many 
other severely handicapped spastic children she is unable 
to walk or talk. What is her life like? She tells us herself 
in this story which she wrote, entirely unaided — a great 
achievement. Because it also concerned her friend Tina, 
she titled it: “This is a story about what Tina and 
Louise’s life is like.” 

WHEN we were babies something went wrong, and we 
are disabled and I was crying all day as I could not do 
anything, all [ could do was sleep and cry. One day 
Mum had a letter saying “Please come to The Spastics 
Society School in Watford,” so Mum and I went to the 
school and we saw Dr James. He looked at me and he 
said: “Mrs Penney if I could tell you this any other way 
1 would but I cannot but Louise is spastic.” Mummy was 
very, very, very upset and she said: “Can you do anything 


‘My Lite’ 
by Graham 


AFTER school, handicapped young neople ofien need a 
further period of training to prepare them for the 
adult world, and an ideal place for this is the Seciety’s 
Beaumont College. One of the students there is Graham 
Smithyman,.and he kas teld us about himself in a siory 
simply entitled: “My Life.” 

1 WAS born on June 10, 1964. I am now 16. This was 
in Corbetts Hospital, Stowerbridge, Birmingham. I 
weighed 5lb 30z. I was christened in Brockmoor Church. 
I live at Limes Avenue, Dudley Fields, near Birmingham, 
and have always lived there. 

I started walking when I was three and went to infants 
school when I was five. It was an ordinary school. I went there 
for three years, then I went to Benn Street School for two 
years. Then I went to Briers School for four years. The next 
school I went to was Victoria School and I enjoyed this one 
the best, because I made some good friends there. 1 stayed 
here for three years. 

Victoria School, Birmingham, was a special school and 
I went every day. Whilst I was at Victoria School I went 
for an assessment course in Coventry to find out what 
things I could do. Then my Careers Officer said I could 
go to either The Star Centre or Beaumont College. 

I came for an interview at Beaumont, had a look round 
and liked it. I saw George, Allan, Bob and Mike and they 
talked to me. After the interview I went back home and 
a letter came offering me a place at Beaumont. I wasn’t 
sure whether or not I wanted to come, so I thought about it, 
but then accepted. I don’t regret my decision. 

It is the first time I have lived away from home. I find 
it enjoyable mixing with people my own age. Some of ithe 
work is different from things I had done before and 1 feel 
as if f am doing quite well. 

Since I came to College I feel more grown up and my 
Mum says that { act more grown up. At Beaumont IT am 
treated like an adult and not a baby. [ am in the last term 
of- my first year now. It’s gone very quickly and I’m iooking 
forward to the next year, because I feel more confident now 
and should feel_even more confident next year. 

Both my Mum and Dad live at home, and I get on well 
with them. { have no brothers and sisters. When I left home 
and came here I think my Mum missed me more than my 
Dad. 


Their year of 
achievement 


THE  Society’s Thomas 
Delarue School at Ton- 
bridge has turned the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled 


People into their own year 
of achievement by pupils. 


one of seven second place 
awards again in a national 
competition, went to the 
school’s Voluntary Service 
Unit for its work with 
psycho-geriatric patients. 
Run by the National West- 


Within the last four minster Bank under the 
months the school won one __ heading “Project' Res- 
of three equal first prizes pond,” the school won 
from the BBC TV pro- £750. | as 
gramme “Pebble Mill at And in addition both 
One.” which ran a compe- students and Staff have 
tition for groups of speech- been _ fund-raising with 


handicapped people to pro- £829.04 going to The Spas- 

duce a poster or mural tics Society of India’s 

illustrating their problem. Bombay Centre of Educa- 
The prize was a Splink — tion and the school’s own 

machine which was pre- funds swelled by £3,412.48 

sented during one of the from sponsored walks, a 

programmes. grand draw and a school 
Another prize, this time . fete. 


but would like to know more about people who 


are, then this is the page for you. Welcome to 
Young Outlook. | 

And to any adults who might have strayed 
into these youthful columns, PLEASE pass your 
copy of Spastics News on to a youngster, to a 
school, a youth club or organisation. Now — 


and in the future — we need their energy and 
enthusiasm. 


‘Our Lite’ 
by Louise 


to help her?” The doctor said: “Sorry, but we can’t.” 

Then I was two years old and I went to Watford 
Spastics School and I met Tina Sharp. Then Tina left 
and so she went to another school but 1 didn’t talk to 
her because we could not speak at all. 

One day I was in my baby walker and I very slow.y 
went into the kitchen and got by a cupboard, and got 
all the things out and Mum was happy that I done some- 
thing on my own. 

Then when Sharon came along Mum found that it 


was getting more and more and more difficult with 
Sharon and me, but Mum said to the doctor “I will rot 
give up.” 

Then I was six, and they asked my Mum and Dad 
if they would look at Craig-y-Parc. “Well,” Mum said 
to Dad, “our Louise cannot go away from home, I will 
not have that.” Anyway later on they said alright we 
will go and have a look at the school. When we got here 
I think they said: “Well if it is going to make her better 
she might as well go there.” Then Nicola came along so 
I stayed at home a bit longer so I could see her a bit 
longer. 

Then I came here, and I met Tina again, and now 
we are very, very, very good friends. 

Now I am 13 years old and I am starting to do a 
lot of things on my own. Tina and I can now talk to 
each other, as we use Bliss symbols and we play tapes 
together. We do everything together, we see each other 
in the holidays. 

Because I am spastic don’t think we cannot do what 
you can do, because we can, but it is just that we are in 
wheelchairs. Please do not be afraid of us because it is 
not nice and it makes me feel if I am not like you, and 
we are. It makes me mad when people say you are 
spastic you cannot do this, but I can. THE END BY 
LOUISE ANN PENNY. 


—_ 


Fun and flair from 
young fund raisers 


MANY children and young 
people already help The 
Spastics Society, and judg- 
ing from the stories we so 
often print in Spastics 
News about their fund 
raising efforts — they have 76 Cambridge Road, 

a great deal of fun doing Kingston-upon-Thames, 
so! Surrey KT1i 3LB. 

Their new ideas come WALES REGION 

thick and fast, and from 45 Park Place, 
sponsored spell-ins _to Cardiff CF1 3BB. 


silences (both particularly 
That word 


popular with parents and 

teachers!), from garage a 
and its 
meaning 


bring and buys organised 
ONE of the best ways in 


SOUTH EAST REGION 
Donaldson House, 
Massetts Road, Horley, 
Surrey RH6 7QZ. 
GREATER LONDON . 
REGION 


by the children in one 
street, to events involving 
a whole school, they prove 
themselves expert — fund 


Jonathon and his father 


A ‘voice’ for 
Jonathon 


JONATHON Dailey is eight years old, and he is unable 
to sit, stand, walk, feed himself or speak, but he can hear 
and see and there is no doubt that he is a very bright 


little boy. 

When the Editor of 
Spastics News called at 
his home at Yaxley, Peter- 
borough, to interview him 
and his parents about the 
amazing equipment with 
which his father has given 
his son a “voice,” he gave 
an instant demonstration. 
He grinned proudly, his 
head moved from side to 
side, and up on the TV 
screen appeared: “Hello, 
I’m Jon Dailey.” 

The breakthrough which 
allowed Jonathon to “talk” 
was achieved by his father, 
Brian, a production engineet- 
ing manager, Jonathon was 
unable to use a typewriter, and 
couldn’t work switches by 
sucking or blowing, so Mr 
Dailey designed the equipment 
which Jonathon works vy 
moving his head, With the 
help of computer expert Me 
Nigel Barber whose specialily 
is the micro-processor, the 


system was devised to translate 


those head movements to 
words on the TV _ screen. 
Hence Jon’s new ‘‘voice.” 


Before that he had to “speak” 
with his eyes, looking at what 
he wanted, and his new com- 
munication system has given 
him an entirely new dimen- 
sion to life. One of the joys 
of the system is that it is 
portable, so it was taken on 
the family’s holiday in July. 
They took their portable TV 
set with them, too, but in fact, 
the equipment could have been 
plugged into any TV set. 


Last word to Jonathon, who 
is a day pupil at the Society's 
Wilfred Pickles School, 
Spastics News asked him what 
he thought of his hi-tech box 
of tricks (which in spite of its 
complexity cost only £160 to 
produce), His bead moved, 
his eyes danced, his grin 
widened, and up on the screen 
came one word; 

“Great.” 


raisers for charity. After 
all, just think of the way 
the money poured in from 
young viewers to the BBC 
TV “Blue Peter” Appeal. 
The organisers hoped for 
£500,000 — but the total 
now stands at well over 
£1,100,000, and it is im- 
possible to calculate the 
help and happiness that 
that money will bring. 

Ii you, or your friends, 
or your school would like 
to help The _ Spastics 
Society, then the first step 
is to write for advice to 
your Regional Office of the 
Society, and the addresses 
are listed below. 


NORTH EAST REGION 
Royal Chambers, 
Station Parade, 
Harrogate HG1i 1EP. 


NORTH WEST REGION 
62 Bridge Street, 
Manchester M3 3BW. 
MIDLAND REGION 
Albany House, 

31 Hurst Street, 
Birmingham B5 4BD. 


EAST REGION 
Broadway Chambers, 
Station Place, 
Letchworth, 

Herts SG6 3AF. 
WEST REGION 

5/7 South Street, 
Wellington, Somerset. 


which children and young 
people can help their han- 
dicapped contemporaries is 
by making friends with 
them, and letting them 
share their interests. Ex- 
cept for their handicap 
they are just like you, and 
it is important that you 
get to know and under- 
stand each other. 

The more you know 
about the problems of 
handicap, the easier it is 
to accept, and not let it 
affect your attitudes to 
those who have to move 
around in wheelchairs, or 
with sticks, or who have 
difficulty in speaking, hear- 
ing, or seeing. 

As far as the condition 
we call “spastic” is con- 
cerned, the Society has 
done its best to explain 
what the word means, and 
what its sums up in terms 
of damage to those affec- 
ted by it. The information 
is contained in an interest- 
ing leaflet called “This boy 
and girl are spastic,” and 
you can have a copy, free, 
if you write to: The Infor- 
mation Department, The 
Spastics Society, 12 Park 
Crescent, London, WIN 
4EQ. Don’t forget a 
stamped, self-addressed, 
envelope. 


Run tripled target 


THE massive success of the 
Lendon Marathon had 
them running in Solihull 
in aid of the Stars Organi- 
sation for Spastics. Barry 
Davison, chairman of 
Foster Bros Clothing Co, 
thought the Marathon was 
such a good idea that he 
decided to stage one, too, 
2s a contribution to the 
International Year of Dis- 
abled People. He hoped to 
raise £1,000 — in the end 
the Foster Family Fun Run 
made three times that 
amount. 

A two-mile course was 
mapped out in Tudor 
Grange Park, Solihull, 
joggers paid an entrance 
fee of 50p which together 
with £1 from the company 
went to SOS for the first 
lap completed and 50p for 
each subsequent lap. 

David Jacobs, an SOS 
vice-president, travelled to 
Solihull to receive a cheque 


for £1,000 from Barry 
Davison, which was the 
company’s effort, while a 
further £2,000 will come in 
from private sponsorship. 


Charites 
co-operate 


lack of 
im- 


the 
towards 


WORRIED at 
progress made 
proving services for mentally 
handicapped people since the 
government published __ its 
White Paper on the subject 10 


years ago, major charities 
have launched an Independent 
Development Council for 


Mentally Handicapped People 
(IDC). 

Tthe Council will offer in- 
formed and independent policy 
advice to government on all 
aspects of services for mentally 
handicapped people and their 
families. 

Backing the IDC are APMH 
(Association of Professions for 
the Mentally Handicapped), 
(CMHP (Campaign for Ment- 
ally Handicapped People), Dr 
Barnardo’s, MENCAP, MIND, 
and The Spastics Society. Sup- 
port will be provided by the 
King’s Fund Centre. 


hosses on jobs 
for disabled 


BUSINESS and industry can make a greater contribution 
to the independence and integration of disabled people. 
This is the message of James Prior, MP, Secretary of State 
for Employment, Sir Terence Beckett, Director-General, 


CBI, Sir Richard O’Brien, Chairman, Manpower Services 
Commission, and the Earl of Snowdon, President, Inter- 
national Year of Disabled People, England. 


In letters sent on July 
21 to the Chairmen of the 
top 1,060 companies in 
Britain, as part of the 
International Year of Dis- 
abled People, they ask 
Boards to put the Year on 
their agenda and discuss 
four main points from the 
accompanying discussion 
brief: 


Driving to a brig 


“L wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair... 
| wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight ... 
| wish | had a Newton...zzzz2“ 


Don't just lie there dreaming. Many of our clients woke up long ago to the fact 
that because the Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair weighs only 30 Ibs, it is 


more manoeuvreable and easier to push. Folded, it stows comfortably into most 
car boots. 


Newton really is the dream wheelchair. 


Contact us today for further information about the Newton 
Ultra-Lightweight and the Newton Elan powered wheelchair. 


meadway works 


Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 0SQ 
Telephone: 021-783 6081 


When only the best will do — go Newton 


rads_ trainees with the 
generously donated car 
which will put them on the 
road to a driving licence 
are Roger Crosby, Susan 
Small, Lesley McArther, 
Chris Hunt and, on the 
right, Jenny Mansell, 
Cheryl Cain and Sally-Ann 
Pearson. 


Cliff and 
his fans 
aids funds 


FROM as far away as 
Japan gifts have been 
flooding into the Society’s 
Harrogate shop for a 
special sale at the end of 
August. All the articles 
have a connection with Cliff 
Richard and even Clitf 
himself has joined in and 
donated one of his T shirts. 

Behind the idea is Jenni- 
fer Patten, a Harrogate 
school teacher who is also 
Presitdent—of she Clit 
Richard Fan Club of 
Yorkshire. Knowing of 
Cliffs deep involvement 
with the PHAB, Physically 
Handicapped and Disabled 
Club, coupled with the 
knowledge that many of his 
fans are disabled, Jennifer 
thought she would run an 
appeal to mark the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled 


People. 
The response was over- 
whelming — in May with 


three months to go before the 
sale, over 100 items had been 
donated. The T shirt will be 
sold by postal auction and 
already one bid of £30 has 
been entered. 


@ A more positive approach to 
employing disabled people, to 
give them the same chance as 
the so-called able-bodied per- 
son. Companies, says the 
brief, should ignore disabili- 
ties which are irrelevant to the 
job: it is a person’s ability, not 
disability, which counts. Com- 
panies should discuss the 
cmployment of disabled 
people annually, not just in 


hter future 


ROAD markings, zebra 
crossings, mini roundabouts 
and hazards 2-< being laid 
on a sexial training track 
in the seven acres of 
grounds surrounding the 
Society’s Sherrards Train- 
ing Centre at Welwyn. 

The centre prepares 
youngsters handicapped 
by cerebral palsy to 
take jobs in_ industry, 
but the one skill they 
could not learn was driving. 
Ernest Curtis, the general 
manager decided to launch 
an appeal to buy and adapt 
a. “ear for - the. “tramices” 
needs. As soon as Anthony 
Adams, general manager 
of Davenport Vernon car 
showrooms in the city 
heard of the appeal he 
decided to do something 
about it. 

That something was a 
Vauxhall Chevette Estate 
straight out of the show- 
room and worth — with its 
special adaptations — 
£5,000. 

The gift was to mark the 
International Year of Dis- 
abled People and Mr 
Curtis said: “We are very 
grateful for this benevo- 
lent gesture. Many of the 
youngsters are unable to 
take up work after training 
because of problems with 
public transport. Now we 
shall be able to teach them 
to drive so that they can 
lead much fuller lives.” 

And he added: “We 
would like to thank every- 
body who sent donations 
in response to our appeal. 
It is still running because a 
further car will be needed 
as soon as our training 
programme gets off the 
ground.” 

The car, which can take 
two wheelchairs plus lug- 
gage in the back, and carry 
four people, has standard 
automatic controls with 
dual controls for the in- 
structor, and is adapted 
for the disabled. And Mr 
Curtis pointed out that 
trainees have a great in- 
centive to drive — to get 
their own cars helped by 
the government’s mobility 
allowance. 


LEN Murray, General Secre- 
tary of the Trades Union Con- 
gress, will be making a pre- 
sentation at  Naidex, the 
National Aids for the Disabled 
Exhibition and Conference, 
which is to take place at the 
Royal Showground,  Stone- 
leigh, Kenilworth, Warwick- 
shire from October 21-24, 


a 


the International Year © of 
Disabled People. 

@A review of products and 
services, -so that they -are 
usable by people who are 
physically disabled in 
way,. blind, partially sighted, 
deaf or hard of hearing. : 
@ An access drive, to ensure 
offices, factories, 
and branches are fully acces- 
sible to disabled employces 
and customers. 

@ More use of 
facilities, such as the 100 por 
cent grant of up to £6,000 for 
cach disabled employee, for 


adaptations to premises, — 


machinery and equipment, 
from the Manpower Services 
Commission. Companies 
should make more use of the 
advisory services of Disable- 


ment Resettlement Officers, and 


should consider cntering the 
MSC’s “Fit for Work” 


Award: awards are presented — 


annually to firms which have — 
implemented the most con. 
structive policies on the 
employment of disabled people, — 

Many of the problems 
faced by disabled people 
are cre ated by other 
people, offen unwittingly, 
say Mr Prior, Sir Terence 
Beckett, Sir Richard 
O’Brien and Lord Snow- 
don. They call for “a 
greater effort to initiate 
change and remove un- 
necessary barriers.” 

The letters to Company 
Chairmen and the accom- 
panying TYDP discussion 
pack have been sponsored 
by Freemans (London 
SW9) Trust, a Trust linked 
to Freemans mail order, in 
association with the Com- 
mittee for England for 
IYDP, the Department of 
Employment, the Man- 
power Services Commis- 
sion and the CBI. 


How to 


jump up 
appeal 


THE steady pounding of 
hoof beats will be con- 
verted into the crackle 
of pound notes and the 
clinking of cash in aid 
of the Society’s Dares- 
bury Hall Centre’s im- 
provement campaign on 
August 22. Oriska 
Cameron, the cam- 


organised sponsored | 
horse and pony jump- 
ing at Statham Lodge 
Riding Centre, Lymm, 
Cheshire, on that day. 
So far Oriska has 
raised £130,000 — “Now 
I’ve just got to find the 
other £120,000 to reach 
our target of £} 
million,’ she said. — 
The minimum spon- 
sorship will be 5p for 
every three_ inches 
cleared. 


MONEY SAVING 
SUMMER OFFER! 


We will give you the best 
deal in Fundraisers. 
Contact us now to find out 
about our special money 
Saving Fundraising offers. 
@ Largest range 

@ Express return service 
@ Best prices by far 


Morris Shefras & Sons Ltd, | f 
Dept.SN, 27 Vicarage Road, 


Croydon CR94AQ. 
AWN Telegbant 01-681 2921. 


-TYDP plea to 1,000 top — 


sonie 


showrooms. — 


existing — 


paign’s director, has] : 
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@ WE'RE off to the Palace 
for a party! After lunch at 
the Society’s Family Ser- 
vices and Assessment 
Centre, the guests 
assembled in Fitzroy 
Square Garden for a com- 
memorative picture. 


® FOR Miss Rosalind 
Osborne, the Royal party’s 
Progress back to the 
Palace just in front of her 
was the best 10 minutes of 
her entire life. 


THE torrential down- 
pour that deluged the 
grounds of Bucking- 
ham Palace could not 
dampen the spirits of 
the guests attending 
the Royal Garden 
Party given by the 
Queen to mark the 
International Year of 
Disabled People, when 
ambulances and adap- 
ted mini-buses, took 
the place of the Rolls- 
Royces and State car- 
riages which more 
usually sweep into the 
famous forecourt. 

The group of cerebral 
palsied people and their 
escorts..- who. left: the 
Society’s Fitzroy Square 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre accom- 
panied by the Chairman, 
Mrs Joyce Smith, and Tim 
Yeo.) the ~Director,.: had 
come from all over the 
United Kingdom. 

Marjorie Chappell had 
come from the West Coun- 
try with her mother, 
Gladys, and a huge parcel 
containing a pre-wedding 


® BEFORE the ride to the Palace, Mrs Gladys Chappel 


fixes her daughter Marjorie’s hat with the help of John 


Hardwick. 


e Kora Roya 


party 


card for Lady Diana Spen- 
cer. It had been made by 
the children of the local 
primary school where Mar- 
jorie helps, and the 
presence of the large 
mystery object stowed 
under Marjorie’s whecl- 
chair caused at least one 
policeman to hover appre- 
hensively. However, Mar- 
jorie was able to hand it 
over personally to Lady 
Di, who, with Prince 
Charles, shook hands with 
her warmly. 

Mrs Mary Holmes was 
very moved by the warm, 
personal smile the Queen 
gave to her daughter Rose- 
mary, who is_ severely 
multiply handicapped, and 
Lady Di stopped for a 
chat and asked, “Do you 
recommend marriage?” 

Miss Rosalind Osborne, 
who was involved in the 
founding of the Colwyn 
Bay Spastics Group, had a 
long chat with Princess 
Alexandra and was stand- 
ing right at the front as 
the entire Royal Family 
made their way back to the 
Palace. To see'them all so 
close was, she felt, the best 
10 minutes in all her 5O0- 
plus years. For Bill Har- 
sreaves, the Society “‘s 
principal liaison officer, 
there was a place inside 
the Royal tent, and the 
Queen remembered him 
from the occasion of his 
investiture with the MBE. 

Miss Margaret Morgan, 
the Society’s Controller of 
Personal Social Services, 
said: “It really was an 
absolutely wonderful occa- 
sion despite being rather 
wet—but what was most 
significant, I felt, was the 
large number of cerebral 
palsied people who were 
there. They came from all 
four quarters of the 
country, many of them in 
their 20’s and 30’s I knew, 
and though obviously not 
all employed, were making 
a valuable contribution to 
the community, which is 
why they were there. Their 
invitations had nothing to 
do with any involvement 
with the Society. The 
were there on their own 
merit.” 


‘We went to Buckingham Palace’ 


@® Before the party. 
George Wilson, Director of 
the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilita- 
tion, came to the Lord 
Chamberlain’s rescue. For 


although there are facili- 
ties for the disabled inside 
the Palace, never before 
had so many disabled 
people congregated in the 
grounds. And it was 
George who organised 
arrangements for the in- 
stallation of ‘“‘Porta-loos” 
for the occasion. 
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@ For the Royal 
wedding 


AS the coach bringing the 
30 disabled residents and 
their escorts from the 


Society's centres drew up at 


; > Afro suggestion that space shouid 
pee — be made available for the 


Moira Graham said: ; handicapped inside the court- 
thought eet coe BOms to yard — which meant that for 
be inside St Paul's! the first time ever for such an 

However, Mrs Graham, historic occasion there was no 
a resident at the Stars ceremonial Guard of Honour 
Organisation for Spastics 4tawn up in the square. And 
Good Neighbours’ House, as tre ea 

; ; Be Ms Peote 
quickly Oye teaie her Mlis- into ine Paice, Yau! i 
ap pout. she joined the bride and her groom had 
Ree ee at en popu a special wave for those very 
yar Oo uc ingnham 


b : special guests drawn up inside 
Palace to await the arrival the railings. 


of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales after their wed- 
ding. 


It was Prince Charles’ own 


10 chairsina 
range that includes 
indoorandoutdoor. %& 

Suitable for most * 
disabilities, sold in 
over 15 countries, 4 
powerful, comfortable ¥ 
and reliable. ry 


After sales 
service in your 
own home. 


Folds away 
in 30 
\ seconds, Ub 
Ya so portable, 
— weighs 
about 50 lbs, 


Bees Bs Bos Bs Bee beg. fy | 
BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 103 Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands. Telephone: 021-550 7326 SN | 
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Please send Please arrange a demonstration (without 
Brochure. any obligation) at address below. 
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VIDEO VIEW FOR RESIDENTS — THANKS 
TO BLUE PETER 


Lesson 
from CB 


buddies 


I WAS amused and interested 
by your article aboué the 
Citizens Band radio people in 
Norfolk who had raised over 
£5,060 for the Norwich zroup 
by pulling a lorry to the sea- 
side. It seemed so jolly and 
daft, what with CB “Good 
Buddies” and those amazing 
names they choose to call up 
each other, plus the amazing 
mental picture of them all 
heaving the vehicle, but F 


LETTERS 


realise that Spastics News was, 
underneath the fun, passing an 
three very serious facts for us 
to ponder: 

1. Involve other organisa- 
tions so that they will raise 
funds for you. 

2. There are mew  fund- 
raising ideas about, and we 
don't have to stay with fetes 
and sponsorship (and isn’t the 
public becoming very irritated 
with the latter?). 

3. That CB radio can, at 
little cost, provide a new 
“window on the world” for the 
house-bound disabled. 

M. JACKSON, Ms, 
West Midlands. 


THE “Blue Peter” Appeal 
run by the BBC TV chiid- 
ren’s programme and 
administered by the 
Society is climbing te 
£1,117,156.77 and vital 
equipment is being distri- 
buted to the Society’s 
schools and centres 
throughout the country. 
At Coombe Farm im 
Croydon, the 43 residents 
have been presented with a 
Philips video. cassette 
recorder, fo record pro- 


Integration at 
cafe level? 


HAVING just returned 
from a touring holiday on 
the Continent I think I 
have stumbled on a major 
reason for the closer inte- 
gration of the disabled and 
able-bodied people which 
IT witnessed in countries 
like France, Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland. 
I am not being. facetious 
when I say that the reason 
is — the pavement cafe. 

All over the Continent 
I saw people in wheel- 
chairs sitting with groups 
of non - handicapped 
friends, enjoying a drink, a 
cup of coffee, or a meal on 
level terms. “Level” being 
the operative word. A per- 
son in a wheelchair simply 
wheels along the pavement 
and goes to-a table. He 
stays in his chair, his com- 
panions sit on the chairs 
at the table. No embarras- 
sing hassle with steps or 
ramps, he just arrives and 
orders his drink. Another 
helpful tradition on the 
Continent is, of course, 
waiter or waitress service. 

It. is so different in 
Britain. If someone in a 
wheelchair wants a drink 
he goes into a pub (if he 
can get up the steps and 
through the narrow doors), 


Looking beyond school 


RECENTLY a group. of 
parents in. the West London 
area have felt the need to 
meet and explore the facilities 
which are available for their 
children, all of whom are 
physically handicapped, when 
they complete their formal 
education. 

The initial investigation 
which has been carried out 
shows a wide spectrum of 
residential and day centre 


facilities, but there appears. to 
be a lack of provision for the 
physically handicapped but 
mentally capable young adults. 

We would be pleased to hear 
from any groups who have 
similar interests — could they 
write to me please. 


Caro! Batty, 

140 Woodland Gardens, 
Isleworth, 

Middlesex. 


You can help spastics by 
erdering a regular copy of 


only £1.20 (inc. postage) a year 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


Please send’ until further notice 


£1.20 including postage, starting with the Ls He ndasaeanetedeee erates issue. 


! enclose > cheque/postal order for £1.20 


{Block capitals please) 
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Send to Circulation Assistant, 
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I Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, Lendon WIN 4QE. 


te the name and address below the 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription rate of 


OOP eeeoeoeeoreseesases 


and looking . through a 
sea of legs because of the 
British tradition of drink- 
ing standing up, he makes 
his way to the bar and 
hopes that, as he is below 
counter level, he will be 
seen. Anyone talking to 
him has to bend down to 
Jean over the chair, and no 
wonder so much “talking 
down” to the disabled goes 
on! 

I am vyery serious about 
this. Hf you don’t believe how 
happily disabled people can 
mix freely and easily with 
non-handicapped friends then 
go and see for yourself. If 
only Britain had more civilised 
catering habits and the type ef 
clean, classless, | reasonably 
priced, and friendly pavement 
cafes that abound in other 
countries then I firmly believe 
integration would follow. 
And before you dismiss the 
idea because of the British 
climate, most of the cafes 
enclose their payement terrace 
with glass screens for the 
winter, so integration is a 
year-round affair. 

J. ANDERSON, 
Hammersmith, 
London. 


No joke 

I WAS disgusted at the letter 
in the June issue of Spasties 
News from the research 
student in America asking for 
instances of humour in dis- 
ability. Fortunately. I am not 
handicapped myself, but J 
can’t see that there is anything 
to laugh about in the plight 
of the disabled. Your printing 
of the letter was in bad taste. 
Mrs A. HUGHES, 
Cardiff. 

Beg to differ, Mrs Hughes, 
Didn't you notice that the 
writer of the letter pointed aut 
that he was disabled himself, 
and that he found a little 
humour had often rescued hing 
from disastrous situations? 


grammes of both enterfain- 
ment andeducational 
value. Two residents have 
already completed GCE 
“O” Tevel courses and the 
recorder means they can 
study at their own con- 
venience. 

Our picture shows the 
cenfre’s warden. Barry 
Peet, and Allyn Tungafe, 
who has been at the centre 
eight years, discovering 
just how easy the recorder 
is to use. 


A book to 
turn to 


MAY JI, through Spasties 
News, say a big “Thank 
you” to Ann Purser on her 
book “You and _ your 
handicapped — child.” I 
borrowed the book from 
the Watford Spastic Centre 
where my daughter attends 
daily, but I enjoyed read- 
ing the book so much that 
I am going to treat myself 
to my Own copy. 

It is the sort of book I 
will want to refer to in 
years to come—my daugh- 
ter is only two years old— 
or if I feel I need remind- 
ing I am not the ONLY 
Mum with a handicapped 
child. It was such an 
“easy” book to read, and 
so beautifully written that 
I read the first 80 pages in 
one evening! Thank you. 
Mrs C. Buckell, 

Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts. 


Partygoer 


BY invitation of the Matd- 
stone Association for Mental 
Health I was fortunate to go 
to Buckingham Palace for the 
Garden Party on Thursday, 
July 23. I wanted to tell 
Spastics News readers. IT am a 
member of the association and 
also a member of the Maid- 
stone Spastics Society. 

There were people in wheel- 
chairs, people lying on their 
backs in wheelchairs and blind 
people with their dogs. . The 
wonderful gardens seemed to 
stretch for miles and the Yeo- 
men of the Guard were pre- 
sent. We stood in a line and 
everyone waved and said con- 
gratulations to Lady Diana and 
Prince Charles. All the Royal 
Family seemed to be ~ there 
except the Queen Mother and 
then the rain came down and 
the umbrellas went up! 

But it was a wonderful 
experience. 

CHRIS WATERS, 
Maidstone. 


Beech Tree Unit 


IT is important that 
readers of Spastics News 
are aware that ] was dis- 
turbed to read the article 
based upon the interview I 
gave to your reporter Ms 
Cook. 

While I acknowledge that 
many of her facts ate correct, 
I must emphasise that they 
have been presented out of 
context and create an over- 
dramatic and distorted view 
of our work. 

Certain comments I am 
alleged to have made caused 
distress to parents with whom 
I work very closely. They 
cannot have helped the child- 
ren concerned. 

Ms Cook highlights and 
apparently savours the more 


upsetting aspects ef our work, 
This information was shared 
with her on the assumption 
that she would deal with it in 
a responsible and confidential 
manner. To both name child- 
ren and offer precise details of 
behaviour in a paper known 
to be read by. parents, their 
families and friends is to my 
mind ill conceived. 

As a result of the {lm 
“Silent Minority” some splen- 
did articles have been pub- 
lished. It seems a great pity 
that the Spasties News was 
unable to rise to the occasion 
with a similar contribution. 
MALCOLM C. JONES, . 
Head of Beech Tree Unit, 
Meldreth Manor School, 
Royston, 

Herts, 


@ “WELCOME to Fitzroy Square,” 


AUGUST 


whispere 
Jackie Clark, aged 13, who had travelled doy 
from Liverpool to join the party inside the co 
yard of Buckingham Palace. Watched by 
Society’s Chairman, Mrs Joyce Smith, and 
deputy head, Miss Mary Coughlan, Jackie pre 
sented a bouquet of red roses, white freesias 


and blue buds to Mrs Reagan. oe 


@ THE Earl of Snowdon tells Mrs Nancy Reage 
that as President of the International Year 0 
Disabled People he hoped that the year we 
be the start of a new era in achieving the aif 
and aspirations of the disabled. Sir Kit A 
IYDP chairman, was also presented.  __ 


@ MIKE Taylor, who is a resident at the Nori 
Hostel, wasted no time asking Mrs Reagan 
her husband had not come for the wedding. » 
explained that he had to get a tax program 
through Congress and signed Mike’s autogt 
book for him. “3 d 


@ OH, dear! David 
Gardiner is just five 
‘and> severely handi- 
capped, and after ‘a 
morning of tests was 
just too tired to stay 
awake for his big 
moment! Commented 
the First Lady: “My, 
how I envy him being 
able to sleep like that!” 


»’ for 


4E highly-publicised visit of America’s First 
ady, Mrs Nancy Reagan, to Britain for the 
oyal wedding included just one formal engage- 
lent — and that was to The Spastics Society’s 
amily Services and Assessment Centre in Fitzroy 
quare, London. 

Many voluntary organisations would have loved the 
bportunity of a visit from Mrs Reagan, knowing that it 
Ould be widely covered by the Press and TV, and there- 
me bring the charity’s work to the attention of the 
Ublic, but in the event it was the Society which cap- 
ited.the “prize” of the President’s Lady. 

_ It was achieved because the Society’s Director, Tim 
Ho, seized a potential opportunity way back in March. 
twas then that he wrote to the White House inviting 
ts Reagan to visit the Society during her trip to 


| 

| oa ; 
Pritain for the wedding, because he knew of her deep 
| q 


| 
| 
: 
| 


Mterest and concern for disabled children. And Mrs 
fagan accepted. 


= Focus of attention 


The Society’s centre in Fitzroy Square was the focus 
precedented attention for the visit the afternoon 
fore the wedding. A massive security operation was 
nted by both British and American agents and a 
Press corps from both sides of the Atlantic awaited 
atrival of the First Lady. She was greeted by the 
y's Chairman, Mrs Joyce Smith. 
Escorted by Mrs Smith and Miss Margaret Morgan, 
Society's Controller of Personal Social Services, Mrs 
‘gan, Wearing a white linen suit toured the building. 
She couldn’t resist a cuddle with little Sarah Venus, 
two, from Loughton, Essex who hadn’t breathed 
20 minutes after birth. Sarah regularly attends the 
© and had come for a routine visit. Said her 
ts, Ken and Sue: “Mrs Reagan was such a nice 
ly person we didn’t feel a bit nervous meeting her.” 
Jill Richards from the Penarth Hostel was staying 
Ne centre for the wedding and revealed that she was 
@ married herself in August, and Mrs Reagan 
her congratulations. Mike Taylor from the Nor- 
"1 Hostel wanted to know why the President himself 
S Missing the wedding and Mrs Reagan explained that 
Hlics had kept him at home, and that she rang every 
Bht to report on what was going on over here. 
Before her tour was over Mrs Reagan was intro- 
to leading figures in the field of British charity by 
*Hon Sara Morrison, Chairman of the National Coun- 
of Voluntary Organisations at a special reception. 


@ PICTURED above: 
Jane Thomson was 
working in the play- 
room with Steven 
Davis, aged four, and 
his brother Robert, 
two, and nine-year-old 
William Snodgrass 
when Miss Margaret 
Morgan, Controller of 
Personal Services, in- 
troduced Mrs Reagan. 


* * * 


@ PICTURE first left: 
Pupils of the Sandfield 
Park School, Liverpool, 
were hard at work 
when the First Lady 
called to see them. 
They were working on 
a special project for 
the Royal Wedding, 
filling a scrapbook 
which caught her eye. 


* * * 


@® PICTURE second 
left: As well as admir- 
ing their handiwork, 
Mrs Reagan told the 
pupils from Liverpool 
how excited she was 
to be going to the 
wedding. “Are you as 
excited as | am?” she 
asked them, and joked 
that it had taken her a 
lot longer to go to a 
Royal wedding than 
it had taken them. 


* * * 


@ PICTURE bottom 
left: Mrs Audrey Calla- 
ghan, wife of the for- 
mer Prime Minister and 
Chairman of the Board 
of Governors of Great 
Ormond Street Child- 
ren’s Hospital, and Tim 
Yeo, the _  Society’s 
Director, are presented 
to Mrs Reagan. Many 
distinguished guests 
active in the charity 
field were at Fitzroy 
Square to meet Mrs 
Reagan. 
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Croydon 
does It 
again! 


ONCE again, over 1,000 
collectors were out on the 
doorsteps of Croydon and 
Sutton, making their 
annual appeal for the 
Croydon, Sutton and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society. 
And, once again the res- 
ponse from the people of 
the two boroughs was 
splendid, with a total of 
£12,820.54 being garnered. 


Commenting on the result, 
the Society’s press officer John 
Eve said: “This is a great 
tribute to the organisers and to 
the collectors. Although the 
total is slightly down on last 
year — due to two organisers 
being unable to help his year 
— due to two organisers being 
unable to help this year — we 
are particularly pleased to see 
that the amount collected in 
Sutton is well up on last year, 


Thousands flocked to Government seeks 


Longleat Fiesta 


@ A QUIET moment during the two days of entertain- 
ment at the Longleat Fiesta: Lord Bath shows “Master- 


mind” Fred Housego an 18th century chair. 


Their Kenyan holiday exchange 


KENYA’S Ministry for 
Culture and Social Ser- 
vices has specially deferred 
the opening of a camp for 
disabled Scouts so that a 
party of disabled and abie- 
bodied visitors from Britain 
can be present for the 
occasion. 

The visit is organised 
by the Central Bureau fer 
Educational Visits and 
Exchanges in conjunction 
with Disabled International 
Visits and Exchanges to 


mark the International 
Year of Disabled People, 
and the Commonwealth 
Youth Exchange Council. 

The party includes Barry 
Gray from Wigan, Petro- 
nella Greenaway from 
Axbridge and Sandra 
Pearsall of Sevenoaks, all 
of whom have cerebral 
palsy. 

They flew out to Kenya 
at the end of July for a 
two-week stay which will 
give them a special taste 


of the magic of Africa. 
There will be a safari 
through one of Kenya’s 
fabled national parks. 

And before they fly 
back on August 10, the 
party of 20 hope that 
among the high spots of 
their visit will be a meeting 
with the President of Kenya 
himself, Mr Daniel Arap 
Moi. In the future it is 
planned for a group of 
young Kenyans to visit the 
United Kingdom. 


Malden means mobility 


FOR THE YOUNG 


This line-up of battery powered Go-Karts meets the special needs of disabled youngsters. 
They are very easy to control, attractively designed and run for hours on an over-night 


battery charge. All models feature a stable 6 wheel chassis. 


Rally Special 


For ages 4 years to early 
teens. Climbs obstacles up 
to 3” high. Self coloured 
GRP body in racing red. 
Electronic joystick or 
steering whee! control. 


Comet Mini 


For children 21/2-7 years. 
Compact — only 18”dia. 
Turns on own axis. 
Simple joystick control. 
Bright red or yellow. 


Monarch 


For drivers who need to sit 
upright. 

High torque motors. 
Joystick control. 

Padded back and seat. 


For further details contact: 


A Division of Malden Electronics Ltd. 


Malden House, 579 Kingston Road, 


CARE Raynes Park, London SW20 8SD. 


Tel: 01-543 0077 Telex: 262284. 


THE theme of one of the 
most ambitious charity 
events ever staged in the 
grounds of Longleat, near 
Warminster, Wilts, the 
home of the Marquess of 
Bath, was “Medieval and 
Modern.” The _ two-day 
Longleat Fiesta supported 
the International Year of 
Disabled People, The Spas- 
tics Society and the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics. 


It is estimated that over 
14,000 people attended. 


There was a full programme 
of entertainment reflecting the 
theme of the weekend. Over 
700 members of the English 
Civil War Society re-enacted 
the siege of Woodhouse — the 
site of the battle is close to the 
Longleat Estate. In contrast, 
the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marine parachute team 
drepped in on both afternoons, 
and the main arena events in- 
cluded: a stunt motorcycle 
team, the Royal Air Force 
Halton Pipe Band, and the 
Junior Soldiers Battalion gym- 
nastic team. Among the other 
attractions were helicopter 
rides, stunt flying, and over 30 
static displays. 

Stars Organisation for 
Spastics’ members, including 
Anthony Quayle, Christopher 
Timothy, Carol Drinkwater, 
Simon Williams, Lucy Flem- 
ing, Christopher Beeney, Diana 
Kirkwood, Leslie Mitchell and 
Pierre Picton, attended a 
celebrity lunch on Sunday and 
assisted with the sale of bingo 
tickets, raffle tickets, pro- 
grammes and a special com- 
memorative cover stamp. 

Visitors also had the oppor- 
tunity of pitting their know- 
ledge against Fred Housego, 
BBC Mastermind 1980. 

Said the Fiesta committee 
chairman, Ted Rhodes: “We 
are grateful to Lord Bath for 
granting permission for the 
event to be staged on the estate 
and our thanks go to all those 
individuals and organisations 
who lent their support. I 
believe we provided two days 
of first-class entertainment.” 


Mufti day 


PUPILS of . St Andrew’s 
Primary School in Uxbridge 
were allowed to come to 
school in clothes which were 
not part of the school uniform 
for one day, in return for a 
small donation to The Spastics 
Society. 


THE Monmouthshire Spas- 
tics Society’s fund received 
a welcome boost from the 
generosity of the Ponty- 
pool Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club. As 
an alternative to wine and 
cheese the club held a 


plonk and pate party which 
raised £252.20. 


views on care 
in community 


AUGUST 1981 


\f 


THE Spastics Society has until the end af 


on the Green Paper: “Care in the community,? 
the consultative document issued by the Depart. 


November to come up with recommendations | 


ment of Health and Social Security on speeding 
up the transfer of patients from long-stay hos. 
pitals into community care. 


It is estimated that 
there are 15,000 ment- 
ally handicapped, each 
costing £6,000 a year, 
in hospital who do not 
need to be there, and 
Sir George Young, 
Under Secretary of 
State for the Depart- 
ment, said the Govern- 
ment was committed 
to closing at least 30 
of the country’s large 
long-stay hospitals 
because they did not 
provide a suitable 


environment. 
Cheaper 
The document points 


out that community care 
is considerably cheaper 
than the _ institutional 
alternative, averaging 
£2,500 for a hostel place 
and £1,200 for a day centre 
one. However, said Sir 
George, the purpose of the 
policy was not to save 
money but improve the 
quality of life for the 
mentally handicapped. The 
money saved would be 
used to improve com- 
munity care. The money 
spent on hospital care 
would be diverted to local 
authorities. 


The document - states: 
“Most people -who need 
long-term care can and 
should be looked after in 
the community. That is 
what most of them want 
for themselves, and what 
those responsible for their 
care believe to be best.” 


Seven ways in which 
resources could be trans- 
ferred from the National 


Mrs 
who is chairman of the 
Monmouthshire group, and 
a member of the Society’s 


Clarrie Williams 


Executive Council, was 
presented with the cheque 
by the club’s President, 
Marie Bullimore, at a 
meeting of club members. 
Picture by Monmouthshire 
Free Press 


Health Service to local 
authorities for spending on 
support services so_ that 
more patients can be dis. 
charged, are outlined. 


Commenting on the Govern, — 
ment’s Consultative document — 
on moving resources for care 
in’ England, The Spastics 
Society said: "y 

“We welcome this recogni. — 
tion of the needs of mentally 
handicapped people. 


Positive 


“The document gives posi posi-| 
tive proposals for transferring) 
mentally handicapped children) 
and adults back into the) 
community, however, on a 
amining these proposals, the | 
Society considers it vital that 4 
any suggestions adopted must 
provide for education and} 
housing needs as well as per-| 
sonal social services and aj 
definite timetable must he} 
agreed for implementation,” 4 


Tim Yeo, Director of The 
Spastics Society, concluded: 
“Now we must be vigilant to | 
ensure that the plans provide 
optimum care and support for 
every individual coming back | 
into the community, regard- | 
less of geographical loco 7 


Your Ads 


FOR SALE: Gimson stair-lift 
Virtually unused, cost £1,5 
new, will accept offers 


\ [ 
) 


P reg, diesel engine specifical 
converted for disabled pas- 
senger. Front-wheel drive gives B14 
lower caravan floor, large side 
and rear access, ramps to 
rear door, inside passage S 
accommodates wheelchair, 
fixed high top 6ft 2in, equipped — 
with fridge, sink, cooker/oven, — 
water heater, stereo cassette 
radio, large side-fitted purpose- | 
built tent, 6ft couch, double 
bed, two canvas cots, fitted — 
cupboards and wardrobe, elec: 
tricity hook-up, — porta-potiy, — 
Brostrum seat moves on rails. 
Offers around £5,000 to Cul 
04892 2252. f 
DEBORAH Vincent is in | 
fourth year at her school. 
would dearly love to have 
pen-friend. She — intends 
make a career working W 
the disabled when she lea 
school and her address is 


Headlands Grove, Ossett, West 
Yorks. 


THE Nordoff-Robbins Musi¢ 
Therapy Centre Limited: A_ 
professional one-year train 
course in co-operation V 
The City University, London, 
will commence in Septembe 
1981. The course is designed 
for professional musicians and 
teachers with a recognised 
diploma or degree in musit, 
and some experience will 
handicapped children. 

The Nordoff-Robbins Cent oe 
also organises short courses: 
Visitors are welcome 
observe the work in various 
centres, 


All inquiries to: — 
Director, Sybil Beresf 
Peirse, LRAM LGSM(Q 


The Nordoff-Robbins 
(Cherapy Centre Limite 
Queensdale Walk, Londot 
WIL 4QQ. a 
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Stars attract — 
the crowds at _ 


THE guests at Colwall Court, ranging in age from 11 to an 
elderly lady of 70 crippled by arthritis, had an unexpected 
bonus during their holiday at the Stars Organisation for 
Spasiics hotel, and it wasn’t just the sunshine. For their 
“stay coincided with the annual garden fete and many of 

_ the SOS’s most hard-working members were there to add 

- to the excitement of the occasion. So many people 

_ threnged to the hotel at Bexhill from all over the South- 

_ East it was soon standing-room only on the grass. And 
just as the sun belied the cold wet summer we’ve been 
having, people’s generosity shone out despite the reces- 
sion. Neville Simpson, the manager estimates that the 

- fete will have made £4,000. 


ABOVE: Not a square 
inch of grass was to be 
seen in the hotel’s capac- 
ious garden as fete-goers 
packed in to meet the stars, 
enjoy the afternoon, and - 
spend money. 


LEFT: Lady Anne Ten- 
nant, President of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, 
Dave Vera Lynn, David 
Jacobs, Dora Bryan, Peggy 
Cummins and Anthony 
Quayle represented the 
SOS in strength. The 
chance to meet so many 
well - known personalities 
face fo face was a great 
draw for the public. 


DORA Bryan chats to one of the youngest supporters | 
at the garden fete which epitomised the thousands held 
throughout the English summertime every year. And the ; 
fete itself was just one of many events organised by the 
unique charity. For SOS is not just a fund-raising 
organisation, but also runs three centres. Colwall Court 
caters for the handicapped child on holiday, while Good 


JACK Howarth helps a young bystander to some of the 


Neighbours’ House and Wakes Hall are for adults. 
goodies at the garden fete. Coronation Street’s Albert 
Tatlock is well into his 80s and so was the temperature 


but Jack, one of SOS’s most dedicated workers, kept - ~ p y | 
going. SWEPT off her feet, Helen Shapiro gets carried away at to gas Sa ety 


the Colwall Court garden fete by a giant “bunny” who 


“ 


Va N ; must have been sweltering in the sun. , 
wf eA y 81 International Year for Disabled People 
WV YY 


Can you help! ? 


7. 


Gasis clean, controllable, versatileand economical 
the ideal domestic fuel. : 

That's why nearly 15 million customer's use gas to 
heat their homes and cook their meals. 

But like all fuels it must be used wisely. 

Your gas showroom has a booklet,that canhelp you. 

Among many important items, it covers: ° 

@ Whiat to do ifyou suspect a gas leak. 

® The vital need for proper ventilation and flucing. 

# The Jaws on gas safety. 

# Wliy and how you should have your appliances 
properly installed and regularly serviced. 

& Special help for the elderly or disabled. 


During this very special lYDP year..... 


we are making a very special offer! — 

if your fund raising allows your organisation to meet the £2015 required for 
our POOL-LIFT, we, in turn, will allow £100 off this price during the course 
of this year. 4 

The POOL-LIFT allows the disabled and handicapped to enjoy the benefits 
and pleasure of swimming and water buoyancy. The POOL-LIFT requires no 
Electrics or Hydraulics and installation advice is freely available for socket or 
base-plate mounting. POOL-LIFT’s superb engineering means total safety for 
people of up to 25 stone in weight and no back strain for the helpers. 


Mecanaids Limited H you would like 


St.Catherine Street further information . So help yourself to gas safety—pickupa 
Gloucester GL1 2BX England ani or Ls LADY Anne Tennant greets Carmel Abel one of the free any a your gas showroom. up 
a we t ~ . . 
mecenctis leben aie ln ar cee the matter further. hofel guests, for whom the garden fete provided a holiday BRITISH GAS 
highspot. Ss. ‘' 
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IYDP 


GIORGIO Massimi is a handi- 
capped artist who lives in a 
small self-supporting com- 
muniiy centre for the young 
disabled south of Rome. He 
started his career in ceramics 
and then became interested in 
medallic art. Now to com- 
memorate the International 
Year of Disabicd People he 
has created a medal sculpted 
with the assistance of Luciano 
Zanelli, 

On one side is the theme 
“Full Participation and 
Equality” and shows a honey- 
comb of bees clusicred round 
the TYDP logo. He chose the 
bee because it is one of the 
most social of insects while 
the reverse depicts a beekeeper 
ai work to stress the ability of 
the disabled to do a job. 

The medal, which is struck 
in Rome by the FAO Money 
and Medals office, is available 
in gold at £145.50, silver, 
£29.50, and bronze at £9. The 
Silver and bronze medals 
measure 2in across and the 
18 carat gold version is nine- 
tenths of an inch, Proceeds 
from the sale will go towards 
financing Food and Agricul- 
ture Organisation of the 
United Nations projecis in 
developing countries. 

The medals can be ordered 


through RADAR, 25 Mor- 
timer Sireet, Londen WIN 
SAB. 


Losing 
Out on 


benefits? 


A NEW “Guide to Bene- 
fits for Handicapped Child- 
ren and their Families” was 
published in July by the 
Disability Alliance. 

The Alliance nas become 
increasingly concerned at 
the number of dCisabled 
people who are not receiv- 
ms all {ie benefits - to 
which they are entitled. 
It has decided to supple- 
ment the annual “Dis- 
ability Rights Handbook” 
with a series of shorter 
guides directed to more 
specific needs. 

The first of these guides is 
a 32-page booklet providing a 
clear and readable introduc- 
tion to the benefits availabic 
for families with handicapped 
children. It is written by 
Alison Cooper, until recently 
Rights Worker at the Dis- 
. ability Alliance, and is attrac- 
tively illustrated with cartoons 
by Sam Smith. 


The Guide to Senefits for 
Handicapped Children and 


their Families costs £1, in- 
cluding postage and packing, 
and is available from tie 
Disability Allianee, 1 Cam- 
bridge Terrace, London NW1 
45L. 


SEX EDUCATION AND 
COUNSELLING FOR 
MENTALLY 
HANDICAPPED PEOPLE 


A one-day Workshop presented by 
. ANN CRAFT, Research Social 
Worker, Bryn y Neuadd Hospital, 
co-author of *'Sex and the Mentally 
Handicapped,"’ and 
HILARY BROWN, teacher of Living 
Skills, Dene vaste The Spastics 
ciet 
on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER iz, at 
Marble Arch intensive English School, 
21 Star tee London W2. 
Cost £16. 
Details from Ms C, Croft-White, 
Conference Organiser, 81a Minet 
Avenue, Harlesden, London NW10. 


=e 


on books, aids, holidays, services, 


to help. you and your family 


Why a iek must adjust 
of disabled 


to needs 


DISABLEMENT _ cannot 
be limited to a special 
group of people, argues 


Ann Shearer in her new 


book “Disability: Whose 
Handicap?”* published by 
Basil Blackwell. “Each 


and every one of us knows 
moments of inability, 
moments when the body 
and mind that we take 
for granted let us down, 
refuse to work for us.” 
The line between this and 
being classified as disabled 
is only one of degree, a 
matter which is as depend- 
ent on the demands of 


society as on the nature 
of the inability. 


Ann Shearer argues forcibly 
that the real question is now 
how we can help disabled 
people adjust to society, but 
“how far is society willing to 
adjust its patterns and expec- 
tations to include its members 
who have disabilities, and to 
remove the handicaps that are 
now imposed on their inevyit- 
able limitations.” 


The book is not confined to 
questions of the  phsyical 
mobility of the disabled, but 
examines such areas as hous- 
ing, education, work and 
politics, where the burdens oa 


the disabled are unecessarily 
heavy. 

Ann Shearer’s campaingn- 
ing book goes to the heart of 
many of our current hypo- 
crisies. With “full equality 
and participation,” the theme 
of the International Year of 
Disabled People, the book is 
a significant contribution to the 
adjustment of the disabled to 
society, and of society to the 
disabled. 

*“Disability: Whose Handi- 
cap?” Prices: £8.50 in hard- 
back, £2.25 in paperback. 
This is the second book in the 
“Understanding Everyday 
Experience” series, edited by 
Laurie Taylor. 


Slide Seine the 


MOTABILITY has 
nounced a 
version 
developed under the direc- 
tion of Derek Harris, a 


an- 
new car con- 
which has been 


member of its Technical 
Develpment Committee. 

This conversion is of par- 
ticular interest to wheelchair- 
bound disabled drivers. It 
replaces both front seats of a 
car by a single transverse slid- 
ing seat. 

This enables the driver to 
enter the car from the pas- 
senger side (aided by ihe pas- 
senger door hinges being 
modified to allow the door to 
be opened to almost ¢0 
deprees). “From here, the 
driver can slide the seat across 
into the driving position. With 
the help of a hydraulic hoist, 
the wheelchair can then be 
lifted into the position pte- 


Festival 
of Sport 


REMPLOY Limited, Britain’s 
biggest employer of disabled 
people, a fund 
raising Festival of Sport as its 
contribution to the  Inter- 
Disabled 


iS organising 


national Year of. 
People. 

The weekend Festival will 
start on September 4, at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital with 23 
Remploy factories taking part, 
each factory entering teams of 
14 employees. The Games will 
be held on September 5 closing 
with a Festival Ball in the 
evening when there will be 
a presentation of appeal fund 
cheques to Jimmy Savile. The 
target is £15,000 for the Stoke 


Mandeville Hospital - Jimmy 
Savile appeal fund and £15,000 
for the 
Sports Centre for the Disabled. 


Ludwig Guttman 


wheel 


viously occupied by the 
senger seat and secured. 

The conversion requires 
relatively little change to a car, 
using already existing anchor- 
age points as far as possible. 


pas- 


It also has built-in safety 
features — for example, the 
car cannot be started unless 


the driving seat is locked into 
position. 

Following the successful 
demonstration of the proto- 
type, it has been assessed by a 
number of disabled  peopic, 
resulting in minor changes to 
the design. 

The conversion is new ayail- 
able commercially through car 
conversion specialist: D. G. 
Hodge and Son Lid, 15 [lurst- 
dene Avenue, Staines, Middic- 
sex, The cost of the conver- 
sion is likely te be between 
£300 and £400 depending on 
the car to be adapted. 


Artistic 
holidays 


National 
Park 
trail 


WITH imaginative flair, 
the entrance to the Morfa- 
Mawddach self-guided trail 
for disabled people in the 
Snowdonia National Park 
is through a kissing gate 
wide enough to accommo- 
date a wheelchair. 

The trail itself is through 
some of the Park’s most 
beautiful countryside well- 
known for its bird life, At 
present the trail is jusi 1,600 
feet long with a crushed 
shale - waste surface for 
wheelchairs but the track 
beyond is easily negotiable 

There is a continuous 
wooden hand-rail for the 
blind, and those who need 
support walking, seats, bi- 
lingual plaques and a wide 
track, The seats acti as Jay- 
bys to allow wheelchairs 
to pass, In addition guided 
walks led by local peopic 
with a love and knowledge 
of the area will be held 
every Thursday up till 
August 27, starting at 2.30, 
costing 50p. 


Helping to cope 
with grief 


ae 


“WHAT will they tell him when I’m gone? I olted 
worry in case he thinks [’ve run away from him. Dve trieg 
to explain what dying is, that one day we will go away 
and not see each other for a while, and go to heaven, py at 
I don’t know how much he really understands. I only 
ar that someone will help him understand when I q, 
0.” (Mother of a 50-year-old mentally handicapped son, 


IN the garden of a large mental handicap hospital g 


thin tall middle-aged woman stood apart from the othe, 
women, she looked full of despair .. . she was holding ; 


large brown knitted doll. “It’s about time she got Over 4 
a member of the staff said. “She should be over all tha 


by now, as she’s got quite a lot of sense.” The woman } 

only been living in the hospital for six months, Sh, 
had come there when both her elderly parents had die; 
within a few months of each other, and there was nobody 


else to look after her. 
These were two of the 


mentally handicapped 
people Maureen Oswin 


met when she was writing 
her book “Holes in the 
Welfare Net.” Together 
with Joyce Knowles of The 
Spastics Society, she 
brought together a group 
of people concerned. that 
the needs of mentally 
handicapped people who 
were bereaved were being 
largely ignored. Too often 
because someone had a 
mental handicap it was 
wrongly assumed that they 
did not feel the same grief 
and sense of loss that 
everyone else goes through 
when a loved person dies. 

This working group. 
based at the King’s Fund 
Centre in London, has 
now produced a_leafict, 
“The Right to Grieve,” as 
a starting point. It is hoped 
that the leaflet will be 
useful in promoting dis- 
cussion amongst those who 
come into contact with 
mentally handicappec 
people. It will be available/ 
distributed to parents 
groups and to staff work- 
ing in homes and hostels, 


IN addition to its fortnightly Wereatic vehicle 


holidays for the physically 
disabled, the Winged Fellow- 
ship Trust is planning holidays 
for those who are interested tz 
drama, music, art and even 
bridge. A special course of 
speech therapy is also planned. 

From October 17-31, Sky- 
larks which is just outside 
Nottingham is putting on a 
drama A drama 
group will come in every day 
and instruct the guests in ell 
aspects of stage craft, 
lighting, stage selting to acting. 
At the end of the fortnight 
there will be a performance 
and all concerned will take 
part. 

From November 21 to 
December 5, Crabhill House, 


fortnight. 


from 


which is near Redhill in 
Surrey, will have an = arts, 
crafts and bridge fortnight. 


Lessons will be given by an 
artist in many aspects of 
painting, drawing and crafts. 
For those who like a game of 
bridge, tables will be arranged 
with experienced players who 
will give bridge lessons. 

Jubilee Lodge in Essex is 
having a cultural fortnight 
from October 3-17. 

For further information con- 
fact: Elin Prichard, Holiday 
Organiser, Winged Fellowship 
Trust, 2nd floor, 64/66 Oxford 
Street, London W1iN 9FF, 


BIDDLE Enginecring Com- 
pany introduce a new concept 
in personal mobility with the 
Scoota — a five-wheeled, port- 
able, elecirie vehicle manu- 
factured by their sister com- 
pany, A. and 8B. Electric 
Vehicles. The Scoota is a 
versatile alternative to the 
wheelchair and has been 
specially designed for the par- 
tially or more active disabled 
and for those who may ke 
simply elderly or frail with 
strengih and fatigue problems. 
The Scoota is already seiling 


well overseas in Franee, 
Canada and the USA, 
The lightweight Scoota, 


which comes compleie with 
batiery pack, battery charger 
and deiachable arms, is suited 
to adulis and children. fi is 
perfect for going shopping, 
going to school, a trip down 
io the local park, visiting 
friends, and for use at home, 
at work, in the house and 
around the garden, Ti comes in 
four diifcrent colours — red, 
yellow, blue and black, 

The Scoota gives a smooth, 
quiet ride and trayels up to 12 
miles on a single battery 
charge. It copes easily with 
1 in 12 inclines and, on level 
surfaces, the speed is variable 


up to 4 mph, forward and 
reverse, The battery is re- 
charged overnight by simply 


plugging if into 
charger provided. 

The vehicle casily dismanties 
into four lightweight parts 
(seat, control unit and handie- 
bar, battery pack and platform) 
in 30 seconds, without the use 
of tools, It is simple to traas- 
port and fits conveniently into 
the boot of a car. 

Many people who are not 
severely disabled dislike the 
wheelchair image but, without 
some assistance, their mobility 
is restricted either by physical 
handicap or serious weakness. 
lt is to them that the Scoota 
is aimed, 

The Seoota costs £475, ex- 
cluding VAT jor disabted 
people. 


the battery 


training centres and mental 
handicap hospitals. : 

As the next stage in is ; 
work the group will be | 
producing a discussion ; 


document which wil 7 
examine the issues the | 
leaflet raises in greater | 
detail. . ! 


Lossand | 
separation | 


A COURSE organised by 
Spastics Society to discuss the 
special needs of menta 
handicapped people encounter. 
ing separation and loss will be 
held at Castle Priory College, 
Thames Street, ‘allingfo: d, 
Gxon, from Monday evening, 
September 14, to Wednesday ay 
aiiernoon, September 16, 
The course will be of 
ticular interest to volu 
workers, parents of 
capped people and prole io 
staff, a 
Among the speakeol wil 1 hb 
Miss Maureen Oswia, 
and researcher, and M 
Philippa Russell, Seni 
Officer, Voluntary Council for 
Handicapped Children, Ri 
sentatives from the Cam 
for the Mentally Handica) 
and senior staff from long 
hospitals will also talk abo 
their work in this area. 


Cost: Tuition, £30; 
dence, £30 (single room su 
ment £2 per night). 

Applications, which sl bt 
be accompanied by a 
returnable deposit of 
should be sent to: The Prin 


pal, Castle Priory 
Thames Street, Wallingtor 


Oxon, OX10 GHE. 


Island 4 
initiative 


A SERIES of dava ay 
and conferences dealing 
aspects of disability will! 
held by the Isle of W N) 
Committee of the Internatio? 
Year of Disabled People, 11” 
September 21-26. “a 

Entitled “Expo 
event will be held 
island’s College of A 
Technology, and there wil! 
be an exhibition of aids. 

One highlight will be ® 
course “Disabled Pe 
Living and Learning 
contributors on Septembel © 
will.include Dr Ian Hollow! 
Regional Medical — 
Dept, Royal Victoria 
firmary, Newcastle upon | 
Phillip Scott, Le 
Cheshire Home, Liss, 
Judy Denzilo, ACTIV 
Roger Jefcoats, who will SP 
on the application 
nology for disabled p 

Details from Bill * 
73-75 High Street oe 
Lo.W, 


Pye | 
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® STATION nurse Eric Perryman e 
the ramp from the 125 train, 


even in a wheelchair the disabled passenger can move freely from carriage to car- 


' Hage, because of its advance d design. 
eB 
. 


Lord Parry ‘sits in’ for disal 
access whee! 


— and the train 
takes the strain 


THE television and press cameras whirred and 
| snapped as the Cardiff train pulled into Padding- 
to Station and a disabled passenger was 
wheeled down the special ramp. They thought 
the occupant was Lord Parry, who was travelling 
| toithe House of Lords in a wheelchair to draw 
_ attention to the needs of the disabled on Access 
Day. In fact it was Sid Garnett, of Newport, 
Gwent, who is registered as disabled. And the 
care and courtesy shown to him proved that 
British Rail does look after the handicapped 
traveller as a matter of course, not privilege. 
Lord Parry is no_ teered to sit in one on 


Stranger to a wheel- Access Day for all 
chair — a road smash those who know they 
left him confined to never will. 


He was met at his home 
in Wales by the Society’s 
senior regional officer, 
Mike Oldham, and they 
drove to Cardiff Station, 
parking in a_ near-by 
National Car Park. 


One| for seven months 
and|he acknowledges: 
“I always knew I was 
B0ing to get out of it 
One |day.” He volun- 


® THE imposing pilasters adorn the rear entrance to 
Canada House which is devoid of steps and Mike Oldham 
Wheels Lord Parry in to attend a Canada Day reception. 


about 


There they found the 
first obstacle on the second 
floor — the lift was out of 
order. A hazardous journey 
was negotiated down the 
car exit runways, and at the 
barrier a helpful attendant 
explained the disabled 
should always contact him 
first because they arranged 
special parking facilities 
for them. 

Access is being steadily 
improved with plenty of 
ramps at kerbs in _ the 
station forecourt and Lord 
Parry had no difficulties in 
buying his ticket, and re- 
freshments later. 

Special lightweight port- 
able ramps made boarding 
the train no problem and 
Lord Parry was impressed 
at the design in the car- 
riage which allows any- 
one in a wheelchair to 
transfer to the conventional 
seating or remain in the 
wheelchair and work at the 
table. 


Considered 


Lord Parry had nothing 
but praise for BR: “We 
had notified the station we 
were coming, which was 
commonsense, and _ the 
design of the 125 train 
shows that it has been con- 
structed with the. total 
needs of the population in 
mind. It’s not a question of 
asking for special provision 
for the handicapped — 
just that their needs are 
considered when adapta- 
tions or new premises are 
being designed, and those 
needs accommodated.” 

However, Lord Parry 
acknowledged ihat when it 
comes to travel the dis- 
abled passenger needed to 
allow a lot more time for 
getting from A to B, with 


the necessity of finding lifts ~ 


in’ working order, and 
making use of porter facili- 
ties which needed to be 
summoned. 

‘At Paddington Station 
both he and Sid were given 
every assistance by Eric 
Perryman, the station 
nurse, and John Johnston, 
the customers services 
supervisor. Eric explained: 


“T work here ali the time 


dealing with all the dis- 
xbled passengers, helping 
them get on and off trains 
and finding taxis.” 


Then Lord Parry was 
off, still being filmed for 
TV news, to Canada House 
to attend a reception for 
Canada Day given by the 
High Commissioner Mrs 
Jean Casselman-Watts. A 
massive flight of narrow 
steps fronts the building, 
but the Commission is well 
aware of the problems they 
pose, for a senior staff 
member is handicapped, 
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and the level entrance at 


the rear was used by every- 
body. 

Lord Parry then made 
his way to the House of 
Lords where five members 
of the second chamber 
regularly attend each day 
in their wheelchairs. And 
alter attending a debate 
Lord Parry returned to 
Cardiff where he was met, 
still in his chair, by more 
TV cameras, to record and 
reinforce his message to the 
general public that access 
for the disabled was a very 
real priority. 


The 


Peasants’. 


Revolt 
WINS 
the day 


RESIDENTS of the Nor- 


wich Spastic Hostel are 
floating on cloud nine after 
their double triumph in 
the Lord Mayor’s proces- 
sion. They took two silver 
cups. with their entry 
depicting the Peasants’ 
Revolt, and beat 85 other 
floats. Yet earlier in the 
day the weather had re- 
belled and a torrential 
downpour had _ threatened 
to wash away all their 
hopes of even entering. 
Jessie Pidgeon, the war- 
den, explained: ‘The rain- 
storm made the paint run 
and as a result we had to 
improvise and do things 
completely differently. We 
chose to do the Peasants’ 
Revolt because the man 
who led it, John Kett, 
started it in Norwich.” 


A local haulage firm, 
Asbbey Transport, loaned a 
low-loader free of charge 
and the owner gave up his 
day to drive it, bearing the 
hostel’s nine residents and 
the ablebodied and other 
disabled friends, all in 
costume. 


Now Mrs Pidgean is 
planning to commemorate 
the International Year of 
Disabled People, not with 
a ramp or a donated chair, 
but a holiday for a dozen 
people with mixed dis- 
abilities to go on safari in 
Africa. 


PA 
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World’ 


SAFETY & COMFORT 
WITH FULL LENGTH 


IMMERSION 


The Parker Bath—- * 
an entirely new concept 
of independent bathing. 
Easy access. Simple controls. Gentle 
reclining movement. Plumbs into a 

conventional bathroom. 


PBD 


Tel: (0425) 617598 


Featured on- 
lomorrows 


Parker Bath 
DevelopmentsLtd Name 


Queensway, Stem Lane, 
New Milton, Hants. BH25 5NN 


KER BATH 


Designed for those no longer 
able to use a standard bath 


Address 


Selected forthe 
DESIGN 
CENTRE 
LONDON 


a a ee Ge ee 
Please send me colour brochure 
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THE Capital Radio bus was a natural focus for fairgoers 
as the evening progressed with the DJ’s playing music 
non-stop and inviting people to take part telling stories. 


FOR the fourth year 
running, the Fair held 
in Fitzroy Square to 
benefit the Society’s 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre 
there was a resounding 
success. 

Londoners and _head- 
quarters stafi, members ct 
the Executive Council and 
the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics all turned up in 
force with the twin aims of 
spending money and hay- 
ing fun. The headquarters 
committee which organised 
the fair, led by Christopher 
Robinson, senior appeals 
development officer, was 


delighted with the res- 
ponse. 


FS SS . 
THE White Elephant stall is guaranteed to attract people 
in search of a bargain, and staff member Mary Hargreaves 
and Executive Council member Eileen Milnes were kept 
hard at work taking the proceeds. 


& 


LIZ Proctor who works at headquarters brought a friend 
up from Harpenden where her parents run the Society’s 
Adult House Unit to help her and fellow staff members 
entice people to win footballs. 


MARGARET Gallafent found her mouth-watering dis- 


play of home-made goodies were an irresistible draw — 
you could say her wares sold like hot cakes in fact. 


Said Christopher, “Pro- 
ceeds were £1,000 up on 


last year and we will be 
able to give nearly £4,000 
to the centre. 

“We had magnificent 
support from Joe Hughes, 
the former Society 
Achievement Award win- 
ner who circled the Square 
in his wheelchair. His sup- 
porters in Ireland con- 
tributed £1,000 but addi- 
tional sponsorship  wiil 
make it nearer £1,500. 

“Alan Freeman, the 
Stars Organisation for 
Spastics member DJ saw 
him off and even jogged 
four laps with him for 
good measure. Everybody 
worked tremendously hard 
and it was a very good 
evening.” 
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TOYOTA’S Derek Tarry, left, has his heart in his mouth 
as SOS member and DJ Adrian Love has a shot at w 
ning the Toyota Corolla watched by Charles Clayton and 
Jane Arnell from headquarters. The chance of Winning 
it were seyeral thousand to one against —but you’ye got 
to be in it to win it. 


YOU can bane on The Hughes to put his best faut back! 
wards when it comes to fund raising — 75 circuits of the 
Square in his wheelchair by the former Society Achiey 
ment Award winner made £1,000 straight away for the 
Fitzroy Centre. Here he is congratulated by Jean rea 
ton, Phil Dyer, Margaret Morgan, Sheila Rawstorne, Ala 
Freeman and Nigel Tuckett. 


TIM Yeo, the Society’s Director, tried his hand at rollit 
for a car — in the event he was no more successtul 
any of the others who paid £1 to see if they could § 
aces high on the six dice. 


HETHA Band of headquarter’s staff went to the aid of the 
London Region’s stali which had a wealth of goods on 
offer for the price of the dice. * * * 


ANNE Williams, Theresa Shrimpton and Cherry Turner 
made the short journey from Society HQ at Park Crescent 
- _ -Where they all work, fo lend a hand Lh the fourth Fitz- 


THE French food stall run b Jenn Griitiths h 
roy Square Fair, Ms y if ie c arcnteey and cheeses was one 


of the evening’s success stories, : 
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